State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 21-268

Judges:

Complainant:

ORDER
November 21, 2022

The Complainant alleged improper rulings, including an unlawful sentence,
and poor demeanor on the part of a justice of the peace pro tem hearing a criminal
case.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The Commission reviewed all relevant available information and concluded
there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical misconduct in this matter on
the part of the justice of the peace pro tem. The complaint is therefore dismissed
pursuant to Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a). Public access and confidentiality as
to the involvement of the justice of the peace pro tem in this matter shall be
governed by Commission Rule 9(a)(1).

Commission member Barbara Brown did not participate in the consideration
of this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on November 21, 2022.



State of Arizona

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Disposition of Complaint 21-268

Judge: Donald G. Roberts

Complainant: Amanda Russell

ORDER
November 21, 2022

The Complainant alleged improper rulings, including an unlawful sentence,
and poor demeanor on the part of a justice of the peace hearing a criminal case.

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take
disciplinary action against a judicial officer.

The Commission had initiated formal charges against Judge Roberts in a
separate matter, CJC Case No. 21-265, including allegations of improper demeanor
and imposition of improper and excessive sentences, similar to the allegations
raised by the Complainant in this matter. Judge Roberts died on September 30,
2022, while the formal proceedings and this complaint were pending. At this time,
there is no purpose in continuation of this complaint. The complaint in this matter
1s therefore dismissed pursuant to Commission Rule 23(a). Pursuant to Commission
Rule 9(c)(2), the Commission has chosen to make the complaint and dispositional
order in this matter public as it pertains to Judge Roberts.

Commission member Barbara Brown did not participate in the consideration
of this matter.

Copies of this order were distributed to all
appropriate persons on November 21, 2022.
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Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct
1501 W. Washington Street, Suite 229
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 2 0 2 1 = 26 8

COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE

Name: A Judge’s Name:

Instructions: Use this form or plain paper of the same size to file a complaint. Describe in your own
words what you believe the judge did that constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list all of the
names, dates, times, and places that will help the commission understand your concerns. Additional pages may
be attached al ong thh copies (not originals) of relevant court documents. Please complete one side of the paper
only, and keep a copy of the complaint for your records.
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CONFIDENTIAL FOR OFFICE USE ONLY
Arizona Commission on Judicial Conduct

1501 W. Washington Street, Suite 229
Phoenix, A:fmlrl:: 8051:)07ree = 2 0 2 1 5 2 6 8

COMPLAINT AGAINST A JUDGE

Name: ‘QMM Q()ﬁﬂ‘.’/ 4 Judge’s Name: /Qﬁ é@‘ #S

Instructions: Use this form or plain paper of the same size to file a complaint. Describe in your own
words what you believe the judge did that constitutes judicial misconduct. Be specific and list all of the
names, dates, times, and places that will help the commission understand your concerns. Additional pages may
be attached along with copies (not originals) of relevant court documents. Please complete one side of the paper
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