
State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 24-053 

Judge: 

Complainant: 

ORDER 

The Complainant alleged biased and improper legal rulings by a justice of the 
peace hearing an order of protection. 

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine 
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of 
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and 
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take 
disciplinary action against a judicial officer. 

The Commission reviewed all relevant available information and concluded 
there was not clear and convincing evidence of ethical misconduct in this matter. 
The Commission approved sending the judge an advisory letter reminding her of the 
duty to allow parties to be heard under Rule 2.6(A) of the Code of Judicial Conduct. 
The complaint is therefore dismissed pursuant to Commission Rules 16(b) and 
23(a). Additionally, the Commission would like to remind the judge of the potential 
perils of having the defendant, rather than petitioner, leave first in protective order 
proceedings, of remaining on the bench after one party is no longer present, of 
allowing a witness to testify without any questions, and of denying cross-
examination of that same witness.  

Commission members Roger D. Barton and Joseph C. Kreamer did not 
participate in the consideration of this matter. 

Dated: February 4, 2025 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on February 4, 2025. 








