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State of Arizona 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Disposition of Complaint 24-098 

Judge: 

Complainant: 

ORDER 

The Complainant alleged a superior court judge mishandled multiple family 
law matters due to a bias against the women in his court.  

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine 
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of 
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and 
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take 
disciplinary action against a judicial officer. 

The Commission took the extraordinary step of requiring the judge to drive to 
Phoenix to meet in a consultation with four members of the Commission, two male 
and two female. After meeting with the judge, the Consultation Panel recommended 
to the full Commission, and the full Commission agreed, that the judge improperly 
expanded the scope of at least one Resolution Management Conference and used 
language that could be perceived as biased against women. While this was improper 
under Rules 1.1, 1.2, 2.2, and 2.3 of the Code of Judicial Conduct, the Scope Section 
of the Code provides that not every transgression will result in the imposition of 
discipline. The Commission decided, after considering all the facts and circumstances, 
to dismiss the Complaint pursuant to Commission Rules 16(b) and 23(a), but to issue 
a warning letter to the judicial officer to remember his role as a neutral arbiter, to 
tailor his comments accordingly, and to be mindful of the Rules of Family Law 
Procedure.  

Finally, the Commission recognizes the difficulty for Complainant to bring this 
complaint to the Commission, to the potential detriment of her law practice. The 
Commission believes that by bringing these issues to the Commission’s attention, the 
complaint will ultimately help the judge become a better judicial officer over time.  

 

/ / / 
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Dated: February 4, 2025 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on February 4, 2025. 
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