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May 28, 2026 

The Complainant alleged a superior court commissioner failed to follow the law 
in a criminal case by issuing a lenient sentence and was biased. 

The role of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is to impartially determine 
whether a judicial officer has engaged in conduct that violates the Arizona Code of 
Judicial Conduct or Article 6.1 of the Arizona Constitution. There must be clear and 
convincing evidence of such a violation in order for the Commission to take 
disciplinary action against a judicial officer. In this instance, the Commission found 
no evidence of any violation. 

The Commission received multiple complaints regarding the sentence issued 
by the judicial officer in an animal abuse/cruelty case. Additionally, an animal rights 
website urged individuals who disagreed with the decision to file complaints with the 
Commission. Due to the volume of complaints and the web criticism, the Commission 
has chosen to issue this explanatory statement.  

The sentence issued by the commissioner was within the lawful sentencing 
range for the crime of which the defendant was convicted, a class 5 felony. The 
commissioner’s sentence exceeded the recommended sentence requested by the State. 
The defendant has appealed his conviction, and it will be up to an appellate court to 
determine if the conviction/sentence in this matter should be affirmed or reversed. 

The complainants generally expressed that they felt the sentence in the 
defendant’s case was too lenient. The Commission is not a reviewing or appellate 
court. It is a regulatory body. The Commission has no power to reverse judicial 
decisions or to direct any court to do so.  

After reviewing all relevant evidence available, the Commission concluded that 
there was no evidence of any Code violation. The complaint is therefore dismissed 
pursuant to Commission Rules 16(a) and 23(a). 
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Dated: May 28, 2026 

FOR THE COMMISSION 

 

/s/ Christopher P. Staring     
Hon. Christopher P. Staring 
Commission Chair 

 
Copies of this order were distributed to all 
appropriate persons on May 28, 2026. 






